
WEEK 6  /  MARCH 14, 2017  

DEVOTIONAL  

 

READ MATTHEW 25:14-30 
 

Gifts are a joy to receive. Once you receive a gift, however, there’s a decision you must make: how will you respond? When 

receiving a gift, you can keep it to yourself by hoarding your gift, playing it safe and trying to keep others from getting a hold of 

it. You might do this in selfishness, in passion, or in fear of losing the gift you love so much. Alternatively, you can resp ond 

with joy and generosity, inviting others to experience the incredible gift you’ve received. You can respond to the gift with 

generosity and openness.  

This describes the way Jesus lived his life: generous, freely giving, and a conduit of grace and love. The way of Jesus is a way 

of continuously pouring out, for those who followed him, for strangers who encountered him, and for the life of the world. An d 

this lifestyle, the one which acknowledges the abundant gifts in creation and in each person’s life, is the lifestyle and 

response that Jesus invites his followers to participate in.  

The last 6 weeks have been spent in conversation about the mission PazNaz is stepping out toward. This mission cannot be 

accomplished without each member of the PazNaz community; you have something vital to contribute to this mission. But this 

mission is only possible to the degree that the community embraces it with generosity and openness. You have many gifts that 

you have been given; finances, time, effort, energy, skills, and many more things. Each of these gifts feeds into the mission  

that PazNaz has been called to.  

ACTIVITY 
 

 The Living the Mission series spanned for 6 weeks, and there have been 5 weeks of devotional activities. Reflect on the 

activities from each week, and think about the activity you were most struck by. If the activity is repeatable, try practicing the 

activity once again. 

 

 Spend some time reflecting on the gifts that you have received in your life. Think about your time, treasure, and talents; think 

about the gifts you can contribute to the PazNaz community. Spend 5 minutes praying about the list you have created, and 

come up with one gift you can contribute to the PazNaz community that you are not presently contributing. 

 

 Think of someone who contributed generously to your life. Once you’ve thought of this person, take time to write a handwritten 

note to them, thanking them for the way they chose to use their life as a gift to you. 

 

 Take a couple of minutes to walk through the neighborhood you live in. As you walk, pray that your neighbors can come to 

know the love of Jesus through your generous lifestyle.  


