
WEEK 4  /  FEBRUARY 28, 2017  

DEVOTIONAL  

 

READ EZEKIEL 37:1-14 
 

In a desolate valley, God brings newness. In the dryness and hopelessness, God brings hope. In the old bones, God brings life. 

This is the same God who has made a habit of creating possibility in the least likely of places. In the same way that these bones 

needed the breath of God to really have life, so too do the people of God need the breath of God to live into the mission. No 

matter how deeply people may try, for PazNaz to truly seek to know Christ and join him on mission in our local and global 

neighborhoods, the story of God must be embraced. Unless this story is breathed into this community, there’s no hope for PazNaz 

to live on this mission.  

But this story can’t start anywhere other than at the most intimate levels. For PazNaz to live into this mission, the members of the 

PazNaz community need to align themselves with the story of God; PazNaz will only live the mission to the degree that each 

member is participating in the same story Jesus spoke about. And often, this story makes people uncomfortable. But in the past, 

PazNaz has been a community that has often said, “If Jesus wants me to be uncomfortable for his benefit, then I’ll do it.” Th is 

week, the people of PazNaz are practicing what it means to be uncomfortable, starting from the personal level.  

ACTIVITY 
 

 Practice disagreement by finding someone who you know you disagree with, and listening to their point of view. Instead of 

listening to prepare a response, try to listen to simply understand them as a person, and to get to know them.  

 

 With Ash Wednesday starting the season of Lent, the season the church calendar where some Christians choose to fast from 

different things for a 40-day period, until Easter Sunday (Lent skips Sundays), think of a way to approach being uncomfortable 

for the Lenten season. It may be giving up something familiar, such as your favorite food or treat, Facebook, or your phone, or 

adding a practice, such as daily prayer or scripture reading. Practice seeking Jesus over comfort in some of the little things. 

 

 Start a conversation with someone who is unfamiliar; whether a stranger, acquaintance, or neighbor. Take the time to get to 

know them more personally. As you spend time together, showing interest in their life and their background, try to understand 

their story, and the way they see the world.  


