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Welcome to Transformed Under the Pepper Tree. In this monthly magazine, you will 
read stories of how God is changing people’s lives at PazNaz, transforming them 
into the image of Jesus Christ by the power of his Spirit! 

 
Some information about specific events on campus is found within these pages, 
but each month Transformed is focused on relating stories about what PazNaz is 
really all about. Rather than programs or events, there are stories about changed 
lives, stories about people coming in contact with the Savior, and people exploring 
what it means to become a follower of him. It is exciting to hear what God is doing 
in the lives of people! 

 
Years ago, Pastor Earl Lee and a group of staff members gathered around a pepper tree located 
on the northern-most point of what was to become the site for First Church of the Nazarene of 
Pasadena. They dreamed and prayed that God would provide a place where more people could 
find power for living through Jesus. What began then has been going on for over thirty years as 
men and women, boys and girls have come into relationship with Christ in significant ways under 
the shade of that old pepper tree. The mission of the church hasn’t changed. May it continue to 
flourish as people experience the transforming power of Christ. 
 

Blessings, 
 
 
 

B. Scott Anderson 
Executive Pastor 
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Spiritual Journey to PazNaz 

We were very involved in our 
previous church. We were part of 
the drama ministry, helped with 
the children’s choir, volunteered in 
Sunday School and VBS, and did 
service projects. It was our home, 
and it was very difficult for us 
when we felt God calling us 
somewhere else. We mourned 
deeply the loss of our community, 
but we came to live out more 
strongly something we had always 
believed: the church is more than 
just a building at a specific 
address. As missionaries, Tanya’s 
parents were very much a part of 
the church universal; the 
denominational lines were blurred 
as people reached across cultures 
and location barriers to help 

The joy of ministry, for me, comes from the wonderful partnerships with 
so many great people that give so generously of their time and talent to 
the Lord and his Church. It’s a great privilege to introduce to you Wes and 
Tanya Robinson who are co-directing this year’s drama musical 
community outreach presentation, A Christmas Carol … Revisited! Thank 
you, Wes and Tanya, for your leadership and your openness to sharing 
how God is working in your lives. 

- Pastor Alan De Vries 
 

Family History and Background 

Although “high school sweethearts,” we came from extremely different 
backgrounds. Tanya came from a mixed race missionary family and spent 
the majority of her life growing up overseas. Wes was born and raised 
within a two-mile radius in Pasadena. We did, however, both come to 
Christ at fairly young ages. We met at Maranatha High School in our 
junior year after Tanya moved back to the U.S. permanently. We became 
friends through the drama program at school, dated during our college 
years at Azusa Pacific University, and were married after we graduated 
from college. After getting married, we settled in Pasadena and started 
renting the house in which Wes grew up as a child. Tanya taught high 
school and Wes got a job at a public relations firm.  
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spread the love of God and the 
Gospel of Christ. Although we had 
always believed in this, we now 
live it more than we ever have 
before. For example, our children 
participate in service ministries 
that are run by a couple of 
different churches, and we know 
that God is glorified every time 
they touch someone for him. Even 
our small group Bible study is made 
up of couples who attend several 
different churches. We want God to 
use our lives and talents for him, 
wherever that may be. 

We started coming to PazNaz a 
little more than three years ago. 
Wes was involved with the drama 
ministry here even before we 
became regular attenders. And 
since Pastor Scott Daniels was 
our youth pastor while we were in 
college, we were drawn to his 
preaching, as we felt both 
spiritually fed and intellectually 
taught by him.  

 

Life’s Challenges 

God has sustained us through 
some hard times in our lives as 
well. Wes was diagnosed with an 
autoimmune disease about 10 
years ago, and that has been a 
daily challenge, both physically 
and emotionally! Although he will 
need to manage it throughout his 
lifetime, we are so thankful for the 
way God has protected his body 
and diminished the pain, enabling 
him to remain almost as active as 
ever. We do not take this for 
granted; there were days when 
the pain was so great he could 
hardly walk or turn his head.  

Health issues also touched our 
lives through Tanya’s family. Both 
of her parents died within a year 
and a half of each other (her dad 
of heart disease, and her mom of 
breast cancer which had 
metastasized into her liver after 
almost 10 years in remission). 
Less than a year after her mom 
died, her sister was diagnosed 
with breast cancer and had a 
double mastectomy, but thankfully 
she is currently in remission. It 
was difficult to see good in all the 
loss, but her parents’ joy at being 
able to finally meet God in person 
was a powerful testimony and 
helped us to see that we do not 

walk alone, even in the valley of 
the shadow of death. 

We have had some hard marital 
issues over the years. We hit rock 
bottom in our relationship and 
came extremely close to ending 
our marriage. Through the help of 
both professional counseling and 
Godly friends, we have learned 
much of God’s grace for us as 
individuals and as a couple. We 
have made tremendous strides as 
God has taught us to hold up our 
lives to his light. This past June, 
we celebrated 20 years of 
marriage! 

 

God is Working 

We feel like the more we know, 
the more we realize what we don’t 
know. It has been a joy to serve 
God in a variety of ways within the 
Church and without. Although we 
have been involved with the 
drama ministry over the years, 
this is the first year that our entire 
family will be involved in this 
year’s Christmas program. We will 
be co-directing this year for the 
first time. It has been a blessing 
to collaborate on such a powerful 
outreach ministry that has the 
potential to impact our entire 
community at a time of year when 
people are seeking “something” to 
fill the voids inside of them. All 
three of our kids will be acting, 
managing props, and being our 
general backstage crew.  

In addition to the drama ministry, 
our family has recently started 
serving at Church in the Park on a 
monthly basis, and we have been 
blessed to see how God is 
touching such a variety of people 
at different stages of their lives. 
Outside of PazNaz, our eldest 
daughter has been working with 
the special needs ministry of a 
church in Monrovia, and this last 
summer our two eldest kids visited 
an orphanage in Mexico as part of 
another church’s missions trip.   

Throughout the years, it has 
sometimes been a challenge to 
continue to trust in God. Because, 
if we are forced to admit it, we are 
all Israelites who forget the ways 
God has delivered us in the past. 
We spend all our time worrying 
about the next challenge that we 
face. We are easily distracted with 
the cares of this world, and start 
to get sucked into the “me world” 
that surrounds us. But we know 
that we are in a spiritual battle 
and we must daily bring our needs 
to him and thankfully praise him 
for his blessings.  

No, in all these things we are 
more than conquerors through him 
who loved us. For I am convinced 
that neither death nor life, neither 
angels nor demons, neither the 
present nor the future, nor any 
powers, neither height nor depth, 
nor anything else in all creation, 
will be able to separate us from 
the love of God that is in Christ 
Jesus our Lord.  Romans 8:37-39 

 
- Wes & Tanya Robinson 

Throughout the years, it has sometimes been a 

challenge to continue to trust in God. Because, if 

we are forced to admit it, we are all Israelites 

who forget the ways God has delivered us in the 

past. We spend all our time worrying about the 

next challenge that we face.  
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who forget the ways God has delivered us in the 
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During this precious time, 
Nathalie shared some of her 
journey since her family came to 
PazNaz. I treasured this time as 
there is not always an opportunity 
to just sit and talk and hear stories. 
Since that time, I am making it 
more of a priority to listen and hear 
what God is doing and how he is 
transforming the lives of families 
who deal with special needs on a 
daily basis. I was so moved by how 
God has worked in her life and the 
life of her sons that I wanted to 
share it with you. This is truly a 
picture of what happens when the 
people of God step up and live out 
mission in their world.  

 
My name is Nathalie Abdoyan. I 

am a single mother of two 
handsome, beautiful boys; Serge 
(12) and Andre (9). I came across 

This summer at Joni and Friends 

family retreat, a time that is specifically 

for families who have a member with a 

disability, I had the opportunity to 

connect with one of PazNaz’s special 

needs moms. We enjoyed a very nice, 

relaxing evening talking and 

connecting while my amazing 

husband, Jeff, spent time with our son 

and Nathalie’s boys. The boys enjoyed 

splashing in the pool and Nathalie and 

I enjoyed some mom time together. 
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PazNaz during Vacation Bible 
School (VBS) in 2014. On the first 
day of VBS, Serge had challenges 
since he is on the high functioning 
autism spectrum. I was fearful that 
the people at PazNaz would not 
accept Serge like many other 
churches had done before. But that 
wasn’t what happened. I was 
amazed at the love, care, and 
support that Serge and I received 
from the PazNaz community. 

At PazNaz’s VBS, I met a 
beautiful lady by the name of Judy 
who offered to help me with a 
situation I was going through at the 
time. I said to myself, “She just met 
me and knows so little about me, 
but offered me moral support and 
made me feel loved and 
welcomed.” Life was hard for me at 
that time and the challenges were 
very scary, but I always felt God 
was with me. He was the one who 
directed me to PazNaz where I 
would feel that I was not alone. 
There would be love for me and my 
family.  

Serge started to attend the 
Special Needs Ministries classes 
every Sunday while Andre attended 
PazNaz Kids, and I went to church. 
Every time I picked them up from 
their classes they both would start 
to share what they had learned 
about Jesus that week. Even today 
they still are eager to share the 
lesson of the day.  

After attending PazNaz for a 
while, Serge had a situation at 
school. He wanted to buy a gift for a 
child who had been bullying him. 
When I asked him why he wanted 
to buy a gift to give to a kid who 
hurts him, his answer was, “Jesus 
came for everyone even for the bad 
ones, mommy. So I want to tell him 
I love him even if he hurt me.” This 
situation brought tears of happiness 
to my eyes, because I saw the 
seed, God’s Word, he was 
receiving from Sunday School was 
building him up and bringing him 
closer to our Lord.  

PazNaz gave me and my family 
the opportunity for the last three 
years to attend the Joni and Friends 
Family Retreat. I couldn’t have 
done this without PazNaz. I am 
forever thankful to this community 

for caring to send us to this family 
retreat. This retreat is an 
opportunity for the families to get 
closer to each other and receive 
unconditional love for our special 
needs children. Every time we 
come back from this retreat we 
have so much spiritual hope and 
desire to help everyone around us. 
It has become a tradition for our 
family, and we want to continue 
going every year.  

PazNaz’s Special Needs 
Ministries gave Serge love and 
welcoming support in a safe 
environment. Every single person 
who serves in this ministry has 
gone beyond my expectation in 
their care and support. I could feel 
the love of God in their heart. 
Thank you to all those people who 
gave Serge love unconditionally. I 
was and still am blessed by Pastor 
Julie Keith, our Special Needs 
pastor. From the day I met her she 
never judged me, but received me 
with love. I love you Pastor Julie 
and thank you!  

About a year ago Serge asked 
me to be part of PazNaz Kids 
which is the ministry for 
Elementary School children. Since 
he had shown improvements, 
Serge made the transition to 
PazNaz Kids with the help and 
support of the ministry team. 
Recently, he showed a desire to 
move to the Middle School class 
and is now going to their Sunday 
School class and worship service. 

Life is full of challenges, but 
being around people who put God 
first, like those in the PazNaz 
community, makes those 
challenges seem less scary. I 
trusted God during my darkest 
days and will continue to trust him 
for the rest of my life. Now that I 
look back, I praise God for the 
challenges in my life. They helped 
mold me and to understand 
situations that I couldn’t 
understand before. They have 

made me get closer to God. I know 
he loves me and everyone no 
matter where we come from. His 
plans are bigger than my plans or 
anyone else’s. 

 
I want to thank the PazNaz 

community as you have lived out 
mission in the life of Nathalie and 
her boys, as well as so many 
others. Sometimes the smallest 
things have the greatest impact. 
Thank you to all who have reached 
out to them. Thank you for your 
generosity by supporting the Love 
Walk and Roll which made it 
possible for PazNaz to send 
Nathalie and her boys to this 
amazing family retreat for the past 
three years. Each year your 
contributions have helped to send 
families like Nathalie’s so they 
experience a place that is truly not 
to be found anywhere else. I trust 
that you have been blessed by 
Nathalie’s story as much as I have.  

                     
- Pastor Julie Keith 

 

I want to thank the PazNaz community as 

you have lived out mission in the life of 

Nathalie and her boys, as well as so many 

others. Sometimes the smallest things 

have the greatest impact.  
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Store & Share Pictures 

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 12 

9:30-11:00 am 

Room 249, Reed Hall 

If you are age 55 or better, discover how to store and share pictures on your 

electronic devices. There is only room for 30 people so sign up early! 

Reserve your spot at HeBrews on Sunday or contact Sylva Hekimian at 626.351.2426. 
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wo years ago I was 
attending a wonderful 
church in Monrovia that had 
an amazing, yet small, 
congregation. It had been 

hard at first. I’d been raised in large 
churches and had found comfort in 
sinking into the general hubbub. I 
was not a child that wanted to stand 
out so I was happy to blend in. 
Finding myself in a church where 
everyone knew my name, cared 
about my life, and prayed over my 
every cold was daunting. It didn’t 
take long though before I loved 
every person there, those people 
were a hard bunch not to love. That 
little blue building had become my 
home away from home and those 
people had become as much my 
family as those whose blood I 
shared. The thing about love is, 
sometimes it sneaks up on you and 
it did on me. I didn’t realize my love 
for these people or that place until 
the day it announced its virtual 
dissolution; that a new, much larger 
congregation would be joining ours 
and my then current pastor would 
be stepping away. Shortly after the 

announcement, and just two weeks 
away from the new congregation 
joining ours, I found out I was 
pregnant. It was a time when I 
drastically needed something to 
stay the same and, instead, I was in 
a world where nothing felt familiar 
anymore.  

You hear a lot about how God has 
a plan. Finding his plan in this 
situation was the hardest thing I’d 
ever faced but, at the same time, it 
was the most I’d ever relied on the 
knowledge that he had one. He 
took a crazy, uncertain, and scary 
time and used it to save me. I 
believe it goes without saying that 
my walk with God wasn’t at its 
strongest and that I’d fallen away 
quite a bit. He granted me all the 
time in the world to find my own 
way back and at the last possible 
chance he brought me back. 
Becoming pregnant saved my 

family relationships, helped me get 
out of an unhealthy relationship with 
the wrong guy, and spared me from 
near alcoholism, all the while 
bringing my faith and trust in God to 
a level stronger than it ever had 
been before.  

It was that church’s dissolution 
that brought my mother, Ferol Null, 
to the PazNaz team as the Events 
Coordinator. She was the one that 
brought me to PazNaz in July of 
2015, 7-months pregnant, to assist 
with childcare for an event called 
MOPS (Mothers of Preschoolers). 
I’d never heard of the group before 
and had never worked childcare, 
but I’d taken some classes and she 
had heard they needed some help. 
It took no time at all before I was 
marking every MOPS day in my 
planner and asking about other 
childcare jobs. I couldn’t believe 
how quickly I loved this big new 
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world and how loving this world was 
to me. I had to stop working when 
my daughter, Morrelle (Ellie for 
short), was born. When I came 
back the welcome, encouragement, 
and excitement extended towards 
me and my daughter told me this is 
where we needed to be.  

In the spring of 2015, I took my 
final few classes at Citrus College, 
got as close to my Associate of Arts 
degree as I was going to get there, 
and made the choice to take a 
break from school. In the fall of 
2016, a position opened up to be 
the Administrative Assistant to the 
Directors of Children’s Ministries at 
PazNaz. I prayed about it for a 
while and honestly took longer than 
I should have to get my resume in. 
Even though I was unsure of this 
new direction, God knew where he 
wanted me and he made sure it 
happened. I am one week in to my 
new job and I couldn’t be happier. 
I’m working in this amazing place 
surrounded by amazing people and 
working on a team full of the most 
phenomenal people I know. So far 
I’ve gotten to do a lot around the 
office with Pastor Faith Romasco 
and I’m learning all the ins and outs 
of how The Cave works with Pastor 
Doug Ravasdy. On top of that, I still 
get to do the childcare jobs that got 
me started here to begin with!  

It’s amazing to think that a little 
over a year ago I had no idea what 
my path was or where God wanted 
me to be. I was floating along, 
praying just to get through, and now 
I’m standing here, far from the 
person I was. I couldn’t possibly be 
happier, and I’m so grateful for all 
the amazing ways the Lord has 
worked in my life to bring me here. I 
can’t wait to see how he’ll use me 
and what more he has in store! If 
we haven’t already met, I look 
forward to the moment we do. 
Please don’t hesitate to say “hi” 
and, if we have met, I can’t wait to 
see you again!  

 
- Ariana Martin  

 
 

My name is John Sagherian and I will be the Director of the Upward 
Basketball program this coming winter. I am 20 years old and I attend Biola 
University majoring in Communication Studies. I have always had the 
passion to work with sports and ministry together, so this will be a great 
opportunity for me. As the Director of this program I will be responsible for 
a few things. I will be the Upward administrator in charge of gym 
supervision for practices and game administration during game days. I will 
also be the “on site” representative to handle all coaches and parents 
questions and concerns. Lastly, I will be opening all practices and games 
in a word of prayer and leading the halftime devotions. I feel that Upward is 
a great opportunity to introduce kids to Jesus and the Bible through sports. 
It is also an easy way to share the Gospel with them while they participate 
in a really fun, supportive basketball league! Sharing the Gospel with 
children is very important to me because of the current state of the world 
we are living in today.  

I believe that Jesus Christ is my Lord and Savior. I was born into a 
Christian family and went to church every Sunday when I was young. It was 
just a routine for me as I was growing up. I knew I was a Christian and that 
I believed in God, but I also knew there was more to knowing Christ. I read 
my Bible here and there, and prayed often, but I did not have a real strong 
relationship with Jesus. I served in the church by helping with Vacation 
Bible School. I also was on the worship team. I knew I was doing the right 
thing by serving God, but I needed to have a personal relationship and 
know him more.  

I was living two different lives at church and school. At school, God was 
the furthest thing from my mind, while on Sundays and at Bible study, I 
acted completely different. I knew that what I was doing was wrong. One 
day, when I was seventeen, God put it on my heart that I needed to change. 
I had to change my life completely so that I could have a real relationship 
with God. From that point on I decided that I would live my life entirely for 
Jesus. Because of this, it was important for me to change the many things I 
was doing wrong in my life. I knew that first, I had to repent all my sins. As it 
says in 1 John 1:9: “If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive 
us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.”  

Now I am faithfully going to church on Sundays, Bible study on Thursdays, 
and I am listening very carefully and applying all the sermons to my life. I am 
also still serving on the worship team, which has really taught me the 
importance of giving God the praise and worship he deserves from us.  

I realized that praying and thanking God regularly has brought my 
relationship with him to the next level. Like it says in Psalm 86:9-10: “All the 
nations you have made will come and worship before you, O Lord; they will 
bring glory to your name. For you are great and do marvelous deeds; you 
alone are God.” This verse really motivates me to worship and praise the 
Lord more because of everything he has done for me. My passion for 
learning more about Jesus and the Bible has grown and now I am happy to 
have the chance to serve at PazNaz as the Director of Upward. I feel 
blessed that I have this opportunity to lead the children to God and also give 
them the chance to have a great time playing sports.  

 
- John Sagherian 




